Example interview schedule 1 (following Gillham, 2000).

Introductory spiel about the research

Key questions

Prompts

1. Tell me about your earliest experience of paid work
please.

How old were you?

What was your motivation?
What kind of work?

How many hours per week/day?

2. What did you enjoy most about the work you did?

Responsibility?
Independence?
Teamwork?

Having your own money?
Add your own here..

3. What were the main benefits you gained from this
experience of work?

Confidence?
Time management skills?
Add your own here..

4. In what ways is your current or most recent experience of
work different?

Your attitude?

Time commitment?
Skills needed?
Enjoyment/satisfaction?

5. Please try to tell me something about how you would like
your experience of work to be in the future

Think about your feelings at work.
Try to think about the experience of working rather than the pay

Thanks for taking part etc
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Example interview schedule 2 (following Gillham, 2000).

Explain that the purpose of the research is to achieve a better ‘fit’ for the course to students’ needs.

Key questions Prompts

1. How did you come to take this course? Ambition
Motivation — self / family / school / college
Characteristics of the course — prospectus

2. What were your expectations of it when you began? Work load
Styles / methods of learning
* | Add your own here..

3. What difficulties has it presented you with so far? Work load
Organisation of time
Unfamiliarity of material

4. What do you think you are getting out of it? Professionally - career
Personally
Socially

5. What use do you think it is going to be? Jobs/careers development

Changed perceptions
* | Add your own here..

Explain that we are going to analyse the data to inform future course development. Ask if the interviewee would like to receive a
summary of the analysis.
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